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SAMPLE CORRECTIONAL OFFICER TEST

This is a sample test for the Correctional Officer classification.  It is patterned after the actual Correctional Officer Written
Examination.  In order to pass the test, you must correctly answer 58 percent of the questions.

Passing this sample test does not entitle you to participate in the Correctional Officer examination selection process.  It does,
however, provide you with a good idea of what to expect, should you decide to take the actual Correctional Officer Written
Examination.

The following is a breakdown of the test components:

Questions 1 through 15: Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
Questions 16 through 25: Reading Comprehension
Questions 26 through 40: Basic Math Skills

By reviewing your answer sheet, you should be able to determine the kinds of things you need to study to improve your skills prior
to taking the actual Correctional Officer Written Examination. The answers are included in the back of this booklet for your review.

For additional information regarding the Correctional Officer selection process, you may contact the Selection Center nearest you
at the following locations:

Northern Selection Center Central Selection Center Southern Selection Center
2201 Broadway 2150 S. East Ave., Suite 360 9055 Haven Ave., Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95818 Fresno, CA 93706 Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
(916) 227-2110 (559) 445-6141 (909) 944-6697

or visit our website at www.cdc.state.ca.us or call 1-866-CDC-JOBS.

How to Answer Test Questions and Mark Your Answer Sheet

Look at the samples below to see how the answers to the sample questions are marked. Note that the answer space is complete-
ly filled in with a heavy black mark.  There is only one right answer to each question.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS
1. The capital city of the United States is

(A) Boston
(B) New York
(C) Washington D.C.
(D) Philadelphia

2. One dozen is nearly
(A) Seven
(B) Nine
(C) Ten
(D) Eleven

3. New York City is located closer to 
Los Angeles than Chicago.
(A) True
(B) False

EXPLANATION
The correct answer to Question 1 is
“Washington, D.C.”, choice (C), so space C
next to Number 1 on the answer sheet should
be marked as follows:

The best answer to Question 2 is “Eleven”,
choice (D), so space D next to Number 2 on
the answer sheet should be marked as fol-
lows:

The correct answer to Question 3 is “False”,
choice (B), so space B next to Number 3 on
the answer sheet should be marked as follows:

1.
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3.



TEST 1. 

Writing Correctional Officer Reports Using Correct Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
If you are hired as a Correctional Officer, you will be required to write complete reports using correct spelling, punctuation and
grammar.  The following fifteen questions are meant to test your ability to identify errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar in
sentences that appear in reports written by Correctional Officers.

Read each sentence and decide whether it has an error in spelling, punctuation, or grammar. Some sentences have no errors.
(Do not consider capitalization when checking sentences for errors.)  Select an answer for each sentence according to the fol-
lowing instructions.

If the error is in spelling, select Choice (A) If the error is in grammar, select Choice (C)
If the error is in punctuation, select Choice (B) If there is no error, select Choice (D)

NOTE:  When There Is An Error In Spelling, Only ONE Letter Is Wrong, Or Is Missing, Or Should Not Be There.
“Punctuation” refers to the marks that make the meaning of sentences clear. 
The following are punctuation marks:

The period is . The comma is , The semicolon is ;

The colon is : The dash is - The question mark is ?

The apostrophe is ‘ A set of parentheses is (example) A set of quotation marks is “example”

SENTENCES
1. What was you doing on your job yester-

day?

2. What is your current salery?

3. The new office is larger than the old
one.

4. I think that program will work, said
Mary.

EXPLANATIONS
In sentence 1, the word “was” is grammati-
cally incorrect. That word should have been
“were”. Therefore, the error is in grammar.
Choice (C) is correct.

In sentence 2, the word “salery” is mis-
spelled. It should be spelled “salary”.
Therefore, the error is in spelling. Choice (A)
is correct.

In sentence 3, there is no error. Therefore,
Choice (D) is correct.

In sentence 4, the quotation marks have been
left out. Therefore, the error is in punctuation.
Choice (B) is correct. (If sentence 4 were
written correctly, it would read as follows: “I
think that program will work,” said Mary.)
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Begin Marking Your Answer Sheet with Item Number 1—Keep Working Until the Proctor tells You to Stop!

TEST 1 - SPELLING, PUNCTUATION AND GRAMMAR

If the error is in spelling, select Choice (A) If the error is in grammar, select Choice (C)
If the error is in punctuation, select Choice (B) If there is no error, select Choice (D)

CHECK THE CORRECT ANSWER. ONLY ONE ANSWER IS CORRECT.
1. The inmate stated that he was disapointed due to a decrease in family visits.

2. That particular inmate has a history of drunkedness.

3. The better plan of them all is to have the inmates complete the task.

4. Each of the inmates have refused to eat at all.

5. The inmate will face severe restrictions if he continues to be disobedient.

6. The Correctional Officer didnt know he was to report to the “C” Wing.

7. What was inmate Lewis and inmate Brown doing yesterday afternoon?

8. Can you see if there are a pencil or pen in the drawer?

9. The inmates were searched prior to reentering their cells.

10. Charles and me are competent at training the inmate work crew.

11. Numerous officials comprise the Counsel of State Employees.

12. Not in the past, not in the future, and not now!

13. If an institution determines that it cannot acommodate a religious request, it should identify
the legitimate penological interest, which would be compromised.

14. The inmate paced back and forth aprehensively.

15. What options are available to job seekers interested in the field of law enforcement?
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TEST 2. -

Reading and Understanding Written Communication Similar to that Used by Correctional Officers
Correctional Officers are required to read and understand written information and to take action based upon what they have read.
The next ten questions are designed to test your ability to understand what you read. Each problem consists of a paragraph and
four statements based on the paragraph. You are to read each paragraph carefully. After you read the paragraph, examine the
related instructions. Choose the one statement, which most accurately reflects what is said in the paragraph. Mark the corre-
sponding letter to that statement on your answer sheet.

Sample Question
Prejudice is a product of unclear thinking. It means form-
ing an opinion in advance, which is not based on knowl-
edge, thought or reason. Some people do not know the
rules of clear thinking. Those people make a habit of form-
ing opinions without any facts. They assume that whatev-
er they believe is true, just because they believe it. Their
minds tend to be filled with nonsense (prejudiced beliefs)
instead of real understanding.

Based only on the information in the 
paragraph directly above, people who are
prejudiced tend to:

(A) form biased opinions in spite of their understanding
of the facts.

(B) think their own beliefs are factual.
(C) think clearly if all of the facts are presented to them.
(D) never make any correct decisions.

Explanation
In the example, the best choice is (B), because (B) is the
only statement fully supported by the paragraph above.
The statement, “They assume whatever they believe is
true…” is very similar in meaning to, “people who are
prejudiced tend to think their own beliefs are factual”.
The words “true” and “factual” mean almost the same
thing.

Choice (A) is incorrect because, according to the reading
paragraph, prejudiced people do not know the facts.
Therefore, they do not have an understanding of the facts.

Choice (C) is incorrect because the reading paragraph
does not indicate whether or not prejudiced people will
think clearly once all of the facts are presented to them.

Choice (D) is incorrect because the reading paragraph
does not state that prejudiced people never make any
correct decisions.



TEST 2. - READING AND COMPREHENSION

MULTIPLE CHOICE. CHECK THE CORRECT ANSWER. ONLY ONE ANSWER IS CORRECT.

16. Movies and/or video tapes shall be selected and scheduled for inmate viewing on a quar-
terly basis.  This schedule shall be submitted to the Warden for final approval prior to the
beginning of each quarter.

Only movies/videos with an MPAA rating of G, PG or PG-13 may be considered for institu-
tional approval.  Regardless of a film’s established rating, films glorifying violence, sex, or
considered inflammatory to the climate of the institution shall not be scheduled.  The CDC
Movie Review Committee will review non-rated films.

Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) All films with a rating of G, PG, or PG- 13 may be scheduled for viewing.

(B) Movies and videotapes are submitted and scheduled for viewing once a month.

(C) It is mandatory that the CDC Movie Review Committee review all films prior to inmate viewing.

(D) A film suitable for inmate viewing may not depict the glorification of violence, sex, or be
considered inflammatory to the institutional climate.

17. Penal Code Section 2085.5 provides that the Director of the California Department of
Corrections (CDC) shall collect court-ordered restitution fines and direct orders of restitu-
tion owed by inmates from both inmate wages and trust account deposits regardless of the
source of such income.

In accordance with PC Section 2085.5, when an inmate has an outstanding restitution fine
or direct order of restitution, the CDC shall deduct 20 percent or the balance owing,
whichever is less, of an inmate’s wages and trust account deposits, with the exception of
Joint Venture Program (JVP) deposits, Family Visit funds, and Temporary Community Leave
(TCL) funds.  That amount shall be transferred to the State Board of Control (BOC) for
deposit in the Crime Victims’ Restitution Fund in the State Treasury.  In addition, CDC shall
deduct and retain from the wages and trust account deposits of an inmate, an administra-
tive fee that totals 10 percent of the deduction, for a total maximum deduction of 22 per-
cent.

Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) The maximum deduction from inmates’ wages and trust accounts cannot exceed 10 percent.

(B) The Board of Control collects court-ordered restitution fines.

(C) Court-ordered restitution fines and direct orders of restitution owed by inmates shall be
collected by CDC from both inmate wages and trust account deposits.

(D) Restitution fines are collected only by victims of violent crimes.

16.

17.



18. Wardens and Regional Administrators will prepare and maintain a plan of operations for
inmate visiting at their respective institutions and facilities where inmates and parolees
reside.  The Director’s approval is required prior to implementation and before any revision
is made to an approved plan.  All local visiting procedures must conform to the rules and
regulations set forth in this article.  Newly arriving inmates will be promptly and verbally
informed of local visiting procedures and will be given a written summary of all rules, regu-
lations and procedures governing visiting at the institution/facility in which confined.
Additional copies will be readily available for inmates to give or send to their visitors. The
written summary will include the visiting schedule, any limitations placed on the frequency
of visits or the number of people who may visit an inmate at any one time, guidelines on
demeanor, and basic dress standards for visitors.

Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) All newly arriving inmates are informed of their visitation rights via a written summary of
rules only.

(B) Inmates can give their visitors a written summary of visitation rules, which is based on the
institution’s plan of operations for inmate visiting.

(C) Visitation standards are established by the Warden of each institution.

(D) Staff must distribute visitation schedules to inmates’ friends and relatives.

19. The California Department of Corrections (CDC) is implementing a basic medical care program
for inmates. This program defines a basic package of medical services that will be available to
inmates. Dental and Mental Health Services will be defined separately. There will be a system
wide process to establish limits on services or to require prior or concurrent authorization.
Medical services will be restricted to those that are medically necessary in order to balance the
availability and quality of services that will be available to all inmates. This program will enable
physicians and administrators to better understand and monitor the performance of health care
delivery. Standardizing services will help health care providers make better medical decisions
and reduce ineffective or inappropriate services.

Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) Restricting medical services to those that are medically necessary should balance the
availability and quality of services to all inmates.

(B) The only goal of the new medical package is standardization.

(C) The basic medical program defines a basic package of dental services that will be avail-
able to inmates. 

(D) All medical services to be provided require prior authorization.

20. Executive Order W-42-93 bans smoking inside all State-owned or leased buildings.  This
prohibition also applies to State-owned or leased space within buildings shared with oth-
ers, as well as State prisons and hospitals.  This Executive Order does not apply to
State-owned housing which serves as the primary residence for State employees, nor does
it apply to “prison yards”.

In keeping with the objective to provide a healthy, comfortable and productive environment
for its employees and prison inmates, and complying with Executive Order W-42-93, all CDC
staff and inmates are prohibited from smoking at all times in all CDC buildings.  This
includes, but is not limited to, all institutions, camps, parole division facilities, the
Restitution Community Correctional Center, Community Correctional Reentry Centers, and
headquarters.  Facilities operated by contract vendors including, but not limited to, public
and private Community Correctional Facilities, Work Furlough Centers, Community Prisoner
Mother Programs and live-in treatment programs will be addressed separately.

18.
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Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) An objective of this Executive Order is to provide a healthy environment for all employees
and inmates.

(B) Executive Order W-42-93 prohibits smoking only in State-owned prisons and hospitals.

(C) The smoking ban per Executive Order W-42-93 prohibits smoking for those participating in
live-in treatment programs only.

(D) The smoking ban applies exclusively to State-owned and leased space within buildings
shared with others.

21. Wardens shall establish a list of personal property items and the maximum quantity of such
items an inmate may have in his/her possession within the institution.  Institutions shall
permit inmates to possess in their living quarters, in addition to state property items issued
to an inmate, personal property items that present no threat to institution security or the
safety of persons.

Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) There is no limit to the number of personal property items an inmate may have in his/her
possession while housed at an institution.

(B) All personal property items that present no real threat to the security of the institution will
be disallowed.

(C) Inmates may have as many as 30 personal property items in his/her possession while at an
institution.

(D) A list shall be established of personal property items and the quantity of each that an
inmate may possess at an institution.

22. The following is an excerpt from the California Code of Regulations, Title 15, Crime
Prevention and Corrections.

3261.1 Media Access to Facilities.
Media representative access to a department facility or contract facility shall require prior
approval of the institution head. Editorial researchers, free-lance writers without an outlet
assignment verification, authors of books, film makers, or other persons may be authorized
access to a facility only with approval of the institution head and the Assistant Director,
Communications.

Facilities, on-duty staff, inmates or records under control of the department shall not be
used in conjunction with film making, radio or television programs, or the writing of books,
magazine articles or syndicated stories without prior approval of the Director.

Within a facility, media representatives shall be under the direct supervision of the facility
or regional public information officer or their designee.

Media representatives shall not enter security housing units, condemned units, the gas
chamber, or any area currently affected by an emergency situation without approval of the
Director or designate.

20.
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Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects, or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) Media representatives are allowed access to all areas of an institution.

(B) The Director’s approval is required to access certain sections of the institution.

(C) Prior approval and supervision is required for all media personnel who wish to visit an insti-
tution.

(D) Media personnel are allowed access to the gas chamber without prior approval of the
institution head.

23. Prior to 1975, California inmates were afforded few rights. In 1975, the Legislature passed
the Inmate Bill of Rights, Penal Code Sections 2600 and 2601. In addition to several enumer-
ated rights, other inmates rights, including religious rights, were only to be restricted to the
narrowest extent necessary for safety and security. In 1994, the Inmate Bill of Rights was
changed allowing staff to restrict inmate rights, including religious rights, so long as the
restrictions are “reasonably related to legitimate penological interest.” In 1993, Congress
enacted the RFRA (Religious Freedom Restoration Act). The RFRA requires government
generally to give more deference to an individual’s religious beliefs and practices. In 1995,
a federal court decision in California determined that RFRA applies to prison inmates.

Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) The RFRA makes allowances for religious clothing and publications.

(B) Restrictions may be applied to religious practices in order to ensure safety and security.

(C) The RFRA was enacted in 1975 to provide inmates with certain inalienable rights.

(D) The Prison Inmates’ Bill of Rights was modified in 1995 to provide contingencies for legiti-
mate penological interests.

24. Assembly Bill 2782 amends Section 1279.5 of the Code of Civil Procedure. This bill provides
that no person imprisoned in a State prison or who is under the jurisdiction of the Director
of Corrections shall be allowed to file an application for change of name, except at the dis-
cretion of the Director. The Director has delegated this authority to the Regional
Administrators of the Institutions Division, and the Assistant Deputy Director, Parole and
Community Services Division.

Therefore, the following procedures shall be implemented:

• All inmate/parolee requests for a legal name change shall be reviewed and approved
or denied by the Warden/Regional Parole Administrator.

• If circumstances do not exist to warrant approval, the Warden/Regional Parole
Administrator shall respond to the inmate/parolee in writing outlining the reasons for
denial, a copy of which shall be placed in the inmate’s/parolee’s central file. 

• If the Warden determines the request should be granted, it shall be forwarded along
with a cover memo outlining reasons for recommended approval, to his/her
Institutions Division Regional Administrator. A copy of this memorandum is to be
placed in the miscellaneous section of the inmate’s central file.  

• When a court ordered name change is received as a result of departmental approval,
the Correctional Case Records Manager shall notify the facility mailroom and visiting
room if the offender is incarcerated, or the agent of record if the offender is on
parole. The court  order shall be filed in the miscellaneous section of the
inmate’s/parolee’s central file, along with the other documents pertaining to the
request for a name change.

22.
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• If a court ordered name change is received without departmental approval, the
Warden or Regional Parole Administrator shall notify the issuing court in writing that
the name cannot legally be changed without the Director’s approval pursuant to
Section 1279.5 of the Code of Civil Procedures. A copy of this letter to the court shall
be placed in the miscellaneous section of the inmate’s/parolee’s central file and a
copy provided to the inmate/parolee.

Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) The Warden/Regional Parole Administrator may verbally respond to the inmate/parolee if
the name change request is denied.

(B) The Director of Corrections has delegated the authority to approve name changes for
inmates/parolees to the Regional Administrators of Institutions Division and the Assistant
Deputy Director, Parole and Community Services Division.

(C) The Warden must verbally notify the court if a court ordered name change lacks depart-
mental approval.

(D) If the Warden determines the request should be granted, name change approvals shall be
filed in the confidential section of the inmate’s central file.

25. The California Department of Corrections (CDC) shall give written notice at least 45 days
prior to release of an inmate from State prison to any person (victim/witness/next of
kin/immediate family members), who requests notification in writing, or by CDC Form 1707.
In the event that the requestor no longer resides at the address provided, the CDC staff
shall make a diligent, good-faith effort to locate the requestor. All telephone calls must be
documented including specifics pertaining to the conversation.

“Release” includes a release of a State prisoner or parole violator from the State prison or
county jail because time has been served, or a release from State prison or county jail to
parole, discharge, release from custody, or transfer to another agency, or an escape from
an institution or reentry facility. In the event of an inmate’s/parole violator’s escape, the
requestor shall be notified by the most expedient means possible, either by telephone,
through the local law enforcement agency of record, or via telegram.

It is the duty of the requester to keep the CDC informed of his/her current mailing address
and telephone number.

Based on the information above, choose the one statement, which most
accurately reflects or summarizes what is said in the paragraph.

(A) Notification must always be given prior to release or upon escape from a State prison to
the victim.

(B) The notification of release must be handled only via telephone communication and evi-
dence of this must be documented.

(C) A minimum of 30-days notice prior to release from State prison shall be given to any person
requesting notification, including the victim, witness, next of kin, or immediate family mem-
ber, in writing, or by return receipt mail, upon request by individuals.

(D) The victim, witness next of kin, immediate family member shall be notified by the most
expedient means possible in the event of an inmate’s/parole violator’s escape.

24.
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TEST 3. -

Basic Math Used in a Correctional Institution
Correctional Officers are expected to take daily counts of the inmates within their work areas.  These counts must be accurate
and taken quickly because the entire institution is in lockdown mode until counts are cleared.  In addition, officers are expected to
maintain equipment and supply records, as well as the hours worked, for all inmates under their supervision.  The security of the
institution is directly affected by an accurate and timely demonstration of these basic math skills.

Sample Question
The Tier 1 count is 64 inmates.  The Tier
2 count is 53 inmates.  Tier 3 has a total
of 48 inmates.  Tier 4 has 38 inmates.
As a Correctional Officer, you are
responsible for Tiers 1 through 4 in your
housing unit.  What is the total number
of inmates in your housing unit?

(A) 203
(B) 214
(C) 194
(D) 224

Answer
The correct answer is (A).

Explanation
To get the correct answer you must add
the following:

64 (inmates in Tier 1)
53 (inmates in Tier 2)
48 (inmates in Tier 3)

+ 38 (inmates in Tier 4)
203 total inmates



TEST 3. - BASIC MATH

MULTIPLE CHOICE. SELECT THE CORRECT ANSWER. ONLY ONE ANSWER IS CORRECT.
26. Add the following numbers: 18 (A) 138

27 (B) 238
35 (C) 139

+ 58 (D) 129

27. Add the following numbers: 125 (A) 488
56 (B) 475
19 (C) 375

233 (D) 478
+ 45

28. Add the following numbers and divide by 2: 356 (A) 1018
222 (B) 1002
770 (C) 902
398 (D) 992

+ 258

29. Add the following numbers and subtract 45: 332 (A) 682
119 (B) 653
143 (C) 683
79 (D) 663

+ 55

30. Your work crew consists of 9 inmates.  Inmate A worked 25 hours, inmate B worked 39
hours, and inmate E was on sick call and only worked 12 hours.  The rest of the crew
worked 40 hours each this week.  How many total hours did the crew work this week?

(A) 310
(B) 216
(C) 316
(D) 306  

31. You are the Building A Supply Officer. Building A contains 480 inmates.  You must order two
(2) rolls of toilet paper for each inmate.  Each case of toilet paper contains 48 rolls. How
many cases do you need?

(A) 18 cases
(B) 20 cases
(C) 40 cases
(D) 22 cases

26.
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32. What is the total of all the B, S and Y letters in the following four lines?

CdBBStuv (A) 12
SlootBp (B) 11
TTYqRS (C) 8
YYBgga (D) 10

33. Sum up the following numbers and determine what number equals 25% of the total.

142 (A) 142
66 (B) 128

238 (C) 125
+ 54 (D) 225

34. “A” facility reports a count of 162 inmates, “B” facility reports a count of 334 inmates, and
“C” reports 404 inmates.  What is one third of the total inmate population count for all three
facilities? 

(A) 302
(B) 300
(C) 250
(D) 600

35. The First Watch has 200 Correctional Officers. Of these, 12 officers were on vacation, 8
were on sick leave, and 5 were attending training away from the institution.  The Second
Watch has 189 Correctional Officers. Seventeen were on vacation, 9 were on sick leave,
and 6 were away from the institution. How many officers were missing from both the First
and Second Watch?

(A) 57
(B) 47
(C) 52
(D) 42

36. Add the following numbers and subtract 67:

1,678 (A) 6,385
4,128 (B) 6,387

356 (C) 5,385
292 (D) 6,287

37. Add the following numbers and subtract 39:

2,579 (A) 10,092
6,891 (B) 10,992

226 (C) 10,039
396 (D) 10,053

32.
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38. You are the Building “A” Housing Officer.  After the 12:00 o’clock count, your unit contained
443 inmates.  At 1:00 o’clock you released 52 inmates to work.  At 2:00 o’clock you released 8
inmates to visiting.  Finally, at 3:00 o’clock you released 5 inmates for medical appointments.
How many inmates remain in your unit? 

(A) 378
(B) 368
(C) 478
(D) 377

39. The First Watch has 300 Correctional Officers.  Of these, 22 officers were on vacation, 6
were on sick leave, and 5 were attending training away from the institution.  The Second
Watch has 282 Correctional Officers.  Nineteen were on vacation, 8 were on sick leave,
and 4 were away from the institution.  How many officers were missing from both the First
and Second Watch?

(A) 62
(B) 52
(C) 64
(D) 54  

40. Your institution has 156 Level I inmates, 871 Level III inmates and 3,677 Level IV inmates.
What is the total population count for your institution? 

(A) 4,604
(B) 4,703
(C) 5,704
(D) 4,704

NOTE: This completes the sample written test. 
You may review your answers until time is called or 

give all your test materials to the proctor and exit the room.

38.
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SAMPLE CORRECTIONAL OFFICER EXAMINATION

ANSWER KEY
TEST 1
1. A
2. A
3. C
4. C
5. D
6. B
7. C
8. C
9. D
10. C
11. A
12. C
13. A
14. A
15. D

TEST 2
16. D
17. C
18. B
19. A
20. A
21. D
22. C
23. B
24. B
25. D

TEST 3
26. A
27. D
28. B
29. C
30. C
31. B
32. D
33. C
34. B
35. A
36. B
37. D
38. A
39. C
40. D




